
Sermon Guide: Rediscovering the Good News of Jesus: “Distortions and

Distractions” Samuel Voo | Jan. 7

This message by Samuel Voo, the first of a new series reflecting on the foundational message of the

gospel, examines our reception of and understanding of it. This message is meant to “clear the way” for

future weeks by pointing out key areas where the gospel message has either been typically

misunderstood or perhaps not heard at all in contemporary Christianity. Sam opens with an analogy: the

message of the gospel, he says, is like the sweet spot on a badminton racket: when understood and lived

out accurately, it contains an explosiveness and power that is unmatched. However, once you move away

from the center of that gospel message, its effectiveness and power diminishes.

One of the major deficits of contemporary evangelical understanding of the gospel is an overemphasis on

the individual benefits of salvation rather than on the actual content of the gospel itself. Sam provides

some personal stories which illustrate common ways that the gospel is today misunderstood, like the

formulation of the “Romans Road to salvation,” or the protestant emphasis on justification by faith alone.

The personal forgiveness of sin and individual salvation, while true and biblical, are not really what the

New Testament presents as the core of the message of the good news of Jesus. Instead, any

understanding of the gospel must begin with an understanding of the identity of Jesus as the Christ, that

is, of Jesus as the Messiah. The words “Christ” and “Messiah” are words that point to Jesus’ kingship and

fulfillment of the story of the Old Testament. That Jesus is the Messiah is the core of the message that all

of the first believers were so passionately convicted about. The benefits that flow from following Jesus

as our king—forgiveness, life, peace, joy, transformation, and healing—are natural consequences of the

good news of who Jesus is.

Sam then addresses the trend of religious disaffiliation among younger generations, suggesting that older

individuals may have heard a distorted gospel focused on personal salvation, but younger people may not

have heard the gospel at all. In the context of today’s increasing secularism, the danger is that our

prosperity and ease distract us from even having the opportunity to hear any message at all. And because

the deeper needs of our younger people are as present as they have always been, Sam suggests that the

inability of the modern secular worldview to address those deep needs is at least partially responsible for

the increase in the challenges facing many young people today–like depression, anxiety, suicide, and

self-harm.
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In conclusion, Sam invites us all in the coming weeks to continue to reflect on the deeper questions of life

and meaning, and, especially, on the question of the identity of Jesus the Messiah as told within the

biblical narrative. What, precisely, is this “good” news that the church has cherished now for millenia?

Key Takeaways:

- The analogy of the sweet spot on a badminton racket serves as a powerful illustration of the gospel's

potential impact when accurately understood and lived out. Just as precision in hitting the shuttlecock

can unleash great power, so too can a precise understanding and reception of the gospel transform lives.

[01:24]

- The essence of the gospel is not merely about the personal benefits one receives from faith but centers

on the identity and work of Jesus as the Messiah. This understanding shifts the focus from individual

salvation to the broader narrative of the establishment of God's kingship through Jesus. [23:50]

- The trend of religious disaffiliation, especially among younger generations, along with general societal

prosperity, have partially contributed to people being distracted from the need to hear the gospel

message. [26:36]

Bible Reading:

Galatians 1:2-9 (NIV)

"I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you to live in the grace of Christ and

are turning to a different gospel— which is really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you

into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ."

Discussion Questions

1. What does Paul express concern about in his letter to the Galatians regarding the message they are

receiving?

2. Why do you think Paul is so passionate about the integrity of the original “good news” he passed on to

the Galatians about Jesus?

3. How is the “Romans Road” gospel a distortion of the gospel of Jesus? What distortions of the Gospel

message have you heard in your Christian journey?
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9GOf37m8pK4&t=69s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9GOf37m8pK4&t=1415s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9GOf37m8pK4&t=1581s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9GOf37m8pK4&t=1581s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9GOf37m8pK4&t=1581s


Going Deeper

1. How does the message of the kingship of Jesus impact you differently than the message of your

personal salvation for your sins?

2. Think of a conversation you might have with a younger person who is unfamiliar with the gospel. How

can you explain the good news in a way that emphasizes Jesus' identity as the Messiah rather than just

the personal benefits we receive from him?

3. Can you name a distraction in your life that might be preventing you from fully engaging with the deeper

questions about Jesus' identity and message? How can you address this distraction this week?
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